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On Nov. 19, Nicaraguan Interior Minister Tomas Borge told a group of soldiers that the new US
administration under George Bush represents "a good opportunity." He said, "I am not pessimistic
about relations with the United States under President Bush. He is a man of better judgment than
Reagan. We expect a certain amount of progress." Shortly after the election, President Daniel Ortega
sent Bush a respectful letter, expressing his desire to normalize relations: "I recall that when we
shook hands at the Brazilian Congress in March 1985, the Latin American political leaders meeting
there erupted in applause that clearly expressed the desire for peace between our two nations. This
is what Nicaragua wants, and we understand that the vast majority of Americans feel the same. I
hope we can work together to build this noble desire into reality." Bush is expected to fill the post
of ambassador to Nicaragua, vacant since Richard Melton was accused of fomenting subversion
and expelled in July. The new US president could also end the visa war inhibiting the free exchange
of diplomats between the two countries, restore permission for Nicaraguan airliners to land in the
US, or ease or lift economic sanctions imposed by Reagan in 1985. On the same day in Washington,
unnamed Bush aides told reporters that they were preparing a new strategy for Central America
that would focus on diplomatic efforts rather than military aid. The aides said that while Bush
remains undecided about many elements of his policy toward the region, the new policy probably
means an end to the ideological zeal of Reagan administration officials like Elliott Abrams, who
will probably be replaced by someone of more moderate political views. (Basic data from New York
Times, 11/20/88)
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